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ANTHRAX NEWS
From Air Force Medical Operations Agency (AFMOA), Preventive Medicine:
Recent studies on Anthrax vaccine local reactions reveal that the vaccine is not properly
agitated prior to with drawing form the vial. The vaccine must be shaken vigorously for thirty
to 60 seconds prior to withdrawing the vaccine. This ensures all adjuncts are evenly
distributed in the vaccine. It is imperative that you shake this vaccine prior to each and every
dose withdrawn. Remember to rotate your injection site, especially when initiating the series.
(I.e. left arm then right arm, etc.)

GIVING ANTHRAX EARLY
IAW the Air Anthrax Vaccine Implementation Plan: Under no circumstance will the Anthrax
be administered in the series earlier than the FDA regulated time frame.  All attempts should
be made to give the vaccine on its due date or as shortly thereafter as possible.

ANTHRAX VACCINE AVAILABILITY
There will be limited anthrax vaccine availability until the contractor, Bioport, receives FDA
certification and is producing FDA approved vaccine. There is an adequate supply of vaccine
to meet our Phase I requirements but there is not an excess to start into Phase II.  Please limit
your requests for vaccine to Phase I requirements ONLY (individuals in or transiting the
high threat areas). DO NOT order any Phase II anthrax vaccine until authorized to start Phase
II.

FROM MITS CENTRAL:
MITS must be utilized for all AD personnel receiving Immunizations in your Clinic,
regardless of status (AD, Guard, Reserve) or branch. All there services track
immunizations through DEERS.. All MITS reports are based on the local personnel
tables so unless they are added, they WILL NOT show up on any MITS generated
reports. When a person is added to MITS after receiving an immunization, it only adds
them to the immunization tables, not the personnel tables. The only thing that updates the
local personnel table is AFPERS and if someone manually enters someone and checks
the box "Do Not Allow MITS to Delete".
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